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Abstract

The story of Chinggis Khan's marriage to Qongirad's Dei secen’s daughter Borte as his wife is described in
Volume 1 §§61-66 of the Secret History of the Mongols (hereafter the SHM).The Qonggirad group is also
referred to as Qonggirad, Onggirad, and Unggirad, but in this paper, they are unified into one term as Qonggirad.
According to the SHM's narrative, the marriage was set up by Chinggis' father Yisiigei in his lifetime. Yisiigei
happens to meet Dei secen, the elder of the Qongirad group, while trying to marry his son Temiijin (later Chinggis
Khan) from his wife O’eliin’s group Olqunu’ud. He is then taken to his house at the strong recommendation of
Dei secen and introduced to his daughter Borte. Yisiigei approves of Dei secen's daughter Borte and decides to
make her the wife of Temiijin.

It can be said that the relationship between Yisiigei and Dei secen has been considered to be good. This is
because the marriage of their children has been established between Yistigei and Dei secen, and Chinggis later
actually welcomed Borte as his wife (Volume 2, §94). However, there are many mysteries about the relationship
between the two. In this paper, I would like to raise a hypothesis that Dei secen was actually an enemy of Yisiigei
and involved in Yisiigei’s death. Based on this hypothesis, I would like to show that tracing the relationship
between Dei secen and Yisiigei in the text reveals an explicit mystery.
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