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Temiijin_Oge in the Secret History of the Mongols : Based on a Hypothesis that
Temiijin_Oge was a Balance-of-Power-Theorist and Yisiigei_Ba’atur’s Strategic
Adviser
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Abstract

Temiijin Oge (hereafter Oge) is historically believed to have been killed by Yisiigei Ba’atur but may have been
survived and become a strategic adviser under Yisiigei Ba’atur (hereafter Yisligei) at the subtextual level of the
narrative of the Secret History of the Mongols. The cornerstone of Oge’s strategy seems to have been the balance of
power theory. Therefore, he did not allow Yisiigei to become kha’an "inside" and wage unnecessary wars "outside",
which made his own group safer against other Mongolian groups and the mighty Chin(4%). However, an unexpected
situation occurred, Oge 's strategy broke down, and Yisiigei was suddenly killed by the Tatars. Although Yisiigei’s
premature death had already caused the first break with Chinggis, Oge continued to play an active role as Chinggis’s
“brain” after Yistigei’s death. Gradually, Chinggis chose the opposite of Oge’s theory of balance of power. Finally, the
Anti-Chinggis alliance, secretly planned by Oge, confronted Chinggis and Ong-Khan, but were defeated.
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