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The Death of Cinggis Khan in the Secret History of the Mongols
Based on the Hypothesis that Yisiii and Tolun_¢erbi were involved

B

Mako Fujii

Abstract

The cause of Cinggis Khan's death is still a matter of historical speculation. There is no mention of the cause
of Cinggis' death in the Secret History of the Mongols. In this paper, we hypothesize that two close associates of Cinggis
Khan, his wife, Yisiii, and his chamberlain, Tolun_¢erbi were involved in his death. It argues that these two individuals
made the assassination of Cinggis Khan possible, both in motive and in physical and spatial terms. In the course of our
discussion, we point out that these two individuals assassinated Cinggis Khan for two reasons. One was to take revenge
on Cinggis Khan, and the other was to defend his honor by watching him make deranged political decisions in his

dying moments.
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