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Abstract

Most studies dealing with emotions expressed in Japanese speech have used speech materials in
which experienced theater actors, or the like are asked to communicate specific emotions. However, it has
also been pointed out that the acoustic features expressing emotion differ between acted and spontaneous
speech. In this study, we use audio recordings of university students playing online games and ask native
Japanese speakers and learners of Japanese to judge whether the 85 selected utterances expressed positive
or negative emotions. The results show that the two judgments tended to be generally similar. However,
some utterances exhibit differences in how the two groups tended to hear, and such differences were more

common when hearing positive emotions.
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