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Abstract

Since the first machine translation (MT) was announced to the world from the U.S. in 1946, MT has
been the subject of research and development by many scholars in various fields. Although much effort
was put in on developing MT, most research was not successful and did not lead to practical
applications. The situation changed with the proposal of Neural Machine Translation (NMT) in
2014. Following this development, translation accuracy improved drastically, and practical use of MT has
been progressing at a rapid rate. This paper consists of two parts: the first part presents an overview of the
development of MT and discusses how it has progressed by considering the examples of Google Translate
and DeepL. The second part examines how MT could be applied in foreign language education in Japan
by presenting research on the views of English learners regarding the use of MT in English writing. Based

on these findings, three proposals for foreign language education in Japan are discussed.
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