TR R — 2SS LR — % 13 7 2023.3  75-85

HAGE L PEFEDONSA Y VHNVOHSNBIZEBIT 5
PEEDRRE
~ 4, ST D BB D> DR~

The Development of Vocabulary in Japanese-Chinese Bilingual Children:
Noun Dominance or Verb Dominance
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Abstract

Vocabulary acquisition studies of many languages have demonstrated the superiority of noun acquisition
over verb acquisition in children's early vocabulary acquisition. However, studies of Chinese- and Korean-
speaking children found the possibility of verb dominance. This study used both quantitative and
longitudinal surveys to examine the issue of noun or verb dominance in the vocabulary development of
Japanese and Chinese bilingual infants. As a result, noun dominance in Japanese vocabulary comprehension
and expression, and verb dominance in Chinese vocabulary comprehension were proved. This result does
not support the theory that noun dominance is a universal phenomenon in children’s early word acquisition.
Other factors, such as language characteristics and caregiver's input, are also thought to affect children's

vocabulary acquisition.
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